Responses to the Humanities Curriculum Committee suggestions for the World Literatures major proposal are included below.
Proposal to create a new undergraduate major in World Literatures

- Include more examples of constructions that students can make and how the program can be structured.


The major in World Literatures introduces students to the range of literary texts the world’s cultures have produced by requiring students to take 8 literature courses representing each of five global regions.  The three required courses are intended to help students raise relevant and interesting questions about parallels and discontinuities among those literatures and to consider problems of transmission, translation, migration, and interconnection across national and linguistic boundaries.  The major is not intended to educate students in all the complexity and depth of a particular tradition, nor is it intended to provide a detailed picture of literary production either of a particular genre or at a particular world historical moment.  Indeed the three required courses (CS 273, 373, and 573), will provide the primary framework for the major for all students.  Within that framework, students will be advised to choose courses that are relatively continuous (typically by genre or broad theme, as in the examples given in the proposal), but each student’s program of coursework will, for several reasons, include some courses that do not fit within a particular theme, genre, or historical period very easily.  This is in part because departments’ courses are organized differently and even areas within departments are not entirely parallel (East Asian, for example, has upper level courses in Chinese poetry, fiction, and drama, but Japanese literature courses are organized by historical period).  Also, there are, as both the proposal writers and the Curriculum Committee have pointed out, a very limited number of courses in translation in Latin American and African literatures.   Consequently, it is not possible to create a major program for a student that includes only courses relevant to a particular issue or representative of a particular historical period or a particular literary genre.  It is possible, however, to create a cluster of courses that both represent all of the five geographical areas and that provide a significant focus on a particular genre, theme, or historical period.  

Beyond these practicalities, the major is intended most meaningfully to be structured by the questions raised in the three required courses: what we mean by the term “world literature”; what constraints the process of translation may produce; how cultural “flows” of people, texts, images may be usefully conceptualized;  and so on.  We include here two additional examples that would further structure a student’s particular program:

Example 1.  Focus on Gender and Sexuality in World Literatures
CS 273 Introduction to World Literature 

CS 373 Problems in Literary and Cultural Translation

CS 573 World Literature: Theory and Practice

Hebrew 374 Women in Biblical and Post-Biblical Literature (Middle East)
Arabic/Women’s Studies 372 Modern Arabic Literature in Translation (Middle East)
English 580 Special Topics in Gay and Lesbian Literature (NA/Europe)
Russian 656 Russian Women Writers (NA/Europe) 
AAAS  460 Political Thought in African Literature (Africa)
EALL 675 Women Writers, Culture, and Society in East Asia (Asia)
Spanish 520 Latin American Literatures: Fiction and Reality (Latin America)
English 583 Special Topics in World Literature or Comparative Studies 301 Love in World Literature (global) 
Example 2.  Religious Themes and World Literature
CS 273 Introduction to World Literature 

CS 373 Problems in Literary and Cultural Translation

CS 573 World Literature: Theory and Practice

AAAS Philosophy in African Literature (Africa)
Chinese 651 History of Chinese Literature I (Asia)
AAAS Caribbean Literature in English (Latin America)
Arabic 671 The Qur’an in Translation (Middle East)
Hebrew 671 The Problem of Evil in Biblical and Post-Biblical Literature (Middle East)
Classics 326 Christian Heroes: Byzantine Saints’ Lives (NA/Europe)
English 513 Introduction to Medieval Literature (NA/Europe)
Comparative Studies 202.01 Literature and Religion (Global)
- Include a sample program that shows the major can be constructed historically (e.g., with a focus on "Contemporary World Literature," or [if possible] "18th and 19th-century World Literature," etc.).

Again, because of different curricular structures within each department, because of the small number of African and Latin American literature courses taught in translation, and because literatures of different areas have developed differently over time, it is difficult to include only courses from a particular time period.  While the World Literatures major, because of its focus on global issues, expects to attract primarily students who are interested in relatively recent or contemporary literatures, one could construct a program with considerable emphasis on the more distant past.  Three examples, including one focusing on contemporary literatures, are included here:

Example 1.  Focus on Ancient or Classical Literatures

CS 273 Introduction to World Literature 

CS 373 Problems in Literary and Cultural Translation

CS 573 World Literature: Theory and Practice

AAAS 251 Introduction to African Literature (Africa) 

Spanish 520 Latin American Literatures: Fiction and Reality (Latin America)

Japanese 654 Japanese Literature: Classical Period (Asia)

Chinese 651 History of Chinese Literature I (Asia)
NELC 371 Songs of Kings and Lovers: Literature of the Ancient Near East (Middle East)

NELC 671 Canons and Communities in the Middle East (Middle East)

Classics 310 Topics in Ancient Literature and Culture (NA/Europe)

Classics 508 Gender and Sexuality in Antiquity (NA/Europe)

Example 2.  Focus on 18th- and 19th-Century Literatures
CS 273 Introduction to World Literature 

CS 373 Problems in Literary and Cultural Translation

CS 573 World Literature: Theory and Practice

AAAS 460 Political Thought in African Literature (Africa)

NELC 374 The Novel in the Middle East (Middle East)

Spanish 321 Caribbean Cultures (Latin America)

Spanish 520 Latin American Literatures: Fiction and Reality (Latin America)
Japanese 656 Japanese Literature: Modern Period (Asia)

Korean 654 Korean Literary Traditions (Asia)

English 533 Literature of the 18th Century (NA/Europe)

Russian 521 Russian Literature: from Dostoevsky to Chekhov (NA/Europe)
Example2. Focus on Contemporary Literatures
CS 273 Introduction to World Literature 

CS 373 Problems in Literary and Cultural Translation

CS 573 World Literature: Theory and Practice

AAAS H584 Literature and Modern Experience in Africa (or 251 Introduction to African Literature) (Africa)

Spanish 520 Latin American Literatures: Fiction and Reality (Latin America)

Arabic 372 Modern Arabic Literature in Translation (Middle East)

Hebrew 372 Modern Hebrew Literature in Translation (Middle East)

Japanese 656 Japanese Literature: Modern Period (Asia)

Chinese 652 History of Chinese Literature II (Asia)
English 563 Contemporary Literature (NA/Europe) 

Korean 645 Studies in Korean American Literature (NA/Europe)

- AAAS 367 needs to be removed from the course list for "Africa".  By definition, 367s are U.S. social diversity-based and could therefore count only for the "North America/Europe" region.

- Turkish 641 - this course appears to consist of outside perspectives talking about Turkey.  It was suggested that this course be reconsidered.

Both removed.
- It was suggested that, in order to assure that this is a genuine Humanities major and not simply a de facto Comp. Studies track, the oversight committee should include 1 member from Comparative Studies and 1 member from English (as a literature department with the highest number of courses included).

This change is made in the proposal (attached).

